Senior Celebration 12th February 2021
This was the Head of School’s address to Secondary School at the half term Zoom “Celebration of Success Assembly”. Heads’ Commendations for all-round achievement to Charlotte H. in Year 11, as well as Edward S. in Year 7.
The Assembly started with an unaccompanied solo performance by Abigail F. 

“What an amazing start to this Assembly. Abi has a beautiful voice and is an inspiration to us all. However, it’s a sad day for us as it’s Abi’s last day – please come back and see us and our doors are always open to you,  but what a way to start an assembly of success. 

A Nightingale sang in Berkely square is the title of Abi’s song, and a Nightingale has one of the most beautiful melodies of any song bird, so that’s apt with Abi’s amazing voice. Both of us would also like to dedicate it to all the NHS staff working front line in Nightingale hospitals across the country, especially those St John’s Parents linked to Exeter’s Nightingale hospital. And what success those staff have achieved as they have selflessly reached out to society.
Today, as it’s a celebration of success, I am going to start with two famous quotes linked to being successful: A former American President, Theodore Roosevelt, stated:
“In any moment of decision, the best thing you can do is the right thing. The worst thing you can do is nothing.” That’s definitely a message for us all. 

And John Barrow, renowned  Cosmologist, Physicist and Mathematician said “if you never try, you will not know what you are capable of.” He should know as a Cosmologist reaching for the stars.

So, as we come to the end of another difficult half term, whether you have been reaching for the stars here in school, or at home with your parents, all I can say is well done and thanks to everyone for doing the right thing, while adapting to a new way of life.  And that includes staff, parents and families. 

Let’s reflect on that word Reach for a moment and what the letters might stand for if we wish to be successful: 


R for Right thing or Responsibility
E for Empathy – understanding and reaching out to the feelings of others, …..that you are all so good at
A for Achievement or attainment– you have certainly done that.
C for Communication – with classmates, friends, Teachers and family 
H for humility, being willing to listen to others, be prepared that others with their differences can also be right, and to be one of a team. 
You have tried so hard, you have reached out to learn new skills and attainment, and I must mention at this stage our Year 11 students. In the face of all adversity and uncertainty with society, exams, grades and future 6th form places, they have kept it going, remained positive at all times and are an inspiration to us all. No other generation has had to face such uncertainty and pressure over the entirety of their GCSE years at just 15 years of age, and so I salute you Charlotte, Tristan and William,  
But in fact all of you deserve recognition for your efforts, especially as you have missed friends, normal classes, your football matches, rugby practices, and many more activities. You have kept going, you have become more determined,  you have helped each other, you have said sorry when needed, you know the difference  between right and wrong, you have always been polite, made us laugh a lot, and learned from your  mistakes, and of course done the right thing. You have grown as young ladies and young men but can still reach further, whatever the challenges life throws at us all. 
You have all worked so hard that we have decided to give you five days holiday next week! More importantly I am going to ask your tutors to give you five housepoints each, because every one of you deserves the recognition and reward, as you have all seen success in your studies and sport this term, under very trying circumstances. 
So have a very good rest on your holiday next week, curl up with a good book, walk, cycle and get plenty of fresh air and to finish, I’m going to give you another quote or saying:

When the going gets tough, the tough get going. You are both tough and going – going very well on the way to a successful academic journey with developing skills of academic risk taking, independent learning, problem solving and resilience, in addition to the skills of the acronym REACH. So again, well done to you, your teachers and your families. 

Over to Mrs. Larby with a huge thank you”
Graham Hurrell
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